Capnocytophaga pleural empyema following laparoscopic Nissen fundoplication. A rare complication, a rare pathogen.
Empyema complicating laparoscopic fundoplication is exceedingly rare, as is Capnocytophaga infection in the immunocompetent host, with the exception of gingivitis. We report a 29-year-old healthy man who presented with Capnocytophaga empyema 10 days after uneventful elective, laparoscopic Nissen fundoplication for gastroesophageal reflux disease. The exact mechanism of this complication is not known, but hypotheses, including a mini-Boerrhave's syndrome, can be drawn based on knowledge of the operation, the involvement of Capnocytophaga sp., and a patient history that included severe gingivitis. Because of prompt operative evacuation of the empyema and expedient identification of Capnocytophaga in the empyema fluid, appropriate antibiotic therapy was initiated. The infection was adequately treated, and the patient recovered fully. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of such a complication.